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STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Librarians and trustees representing thir- 
ty public and college libraries of Wiscon- 
sin, and a number of librarians from IIli- 
nois and Iowa attended the fifteenth an- 
nual meeting of the State Library associ- 


ation held in Beloit Feb. 22 and 23. The 
first session was planned particularly for 
teachers, and many of them availed them- 
selves of the invitation to be present and 
to discuss the problem of library work for 
schools. As regards attendance, the pres- 
entation of valuable papers and interest 
manifested, the meeting was the most suc- 
cessful in the history of the association. 
There were a number of interesting exhib- 
its arranged by the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary commission, including the follow- 
ing: Model library for children, showing 
good editions of classics; printed catalog 
cards available for public libraries; recent 
library literature; photographs and plans 
of Wisconsin library buildings; bindings, 
showing materials and methods commonly 
used; pictures suitable for the decoration 
of libraries, loaned by the Anderson Art 
company, Chicago. i 5 

Among those present were representa- 
tives of 29 free public libraries,- 4 school 


and college libraries, 1 subscription library 
and 1 traveling library: 


Library trustees—Hon. H. P. Bird, Wausau- 
kee; Hon H. L. Ekern, Whitehall, Dr. E. A. 
Birge, Madison; Hon. Duncan McGregor, 
Platteville; Supt. Carroll G. Pearse, Milwau- 
kee; Hon. C. W. Graves, Viroqua; Mr. H. C. 
Buell, Mr. H. L, Skavlem, Janesville: Supt. F. 
BE. Converse, and Messrs. A. F. Ayer, R. J. 
Burdge, and F, M. Strong, Beloit; Mrs. A. S. 
Manor, Genoa Junction; Mrs. A. B. West, Lake 
Mills; Mr. Wm. Bladon, Janesville. 
Librarians—Miss Bessie S. Smith, Dubuque, 
Ia.; Miss Jessie Melvill, Galena, IIl.; Miss 
Janet P. Hubbell, Rockford, Ill.; Miss Edna 
Lyman, Oak Park, Ill.; Miss Agnes L. Dwight, 
Appleton; Miss Kate M. Potter, Miss Jeanette 
Drake, Baraboo; Miss Martha W. Bell, Miss 
Nettie Bell, Beloit: Miss Henrietta von Brie- 
sen, Columbus; Miss Jean Hawkins, Eau 
Claire: Miss Edna L. Derthick, Elkhorn; Miss 
Maggie Gillies, Evansville; Miss Dodd, Fond du 
Lac; Miss Sue C. Nichols, Fort Atkinson ; Miss 
Ogden, high school library, Fort Atkinson; 
Mrs. Louise S. Best and two assistants, Janes- 
ville; Mrs. Clara P. Barnes, Kenosha; Miss 
Mary A. Smith, Miss Edna Hawley, La Crosse; 
Miss Clara M. Mosher, Lake Mills; Miss Bessie 
MeNair, Lancaster: Miss Julia A. Hopkins, 
Madison; Miss Agnes J. Peterson, Manitowoc; 
Miss Lucy L. Pleasants, Menasha: Miss Katha- 
rine D, Cramer, Oconto; Mrs. W. G. Clough, 
Portage: Miss Mary J. Calkins, Racine: Miss 
Vera Eastland, Richland Center; Miss Bertha 
Marx, Sheboygan; Miss Maud R. Macpherson, 
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Wausaukee ; 
Mrs. Agnes B. Miss Ella 
A. Hamilton, Whitewater; Miss Grace E. Salis- 
bury, Miss Cornelia /Notz, Whitewater Normal 
School library; Prof. J Blaisdell and as- 
sistant, Beloit college library; Miss Flattery, 
Carroll college library, Waukesha: Mr. Walter 
M. Smith, University. of Wisconsin library; 
Mr. Frank A. Hutchins, Miss L. E. Stearns, 
Miss Cornelia Marvin, Miss Katharine I, Mac- 
Donald, Mr. Henry E. Legler, Wisconsin Free 
Library commission, Madison. 


Miss Edna Nichol, 
Roddis, Wauwatosa: 


Watertown ; 


The program of the first session was 
upon “the educational work of the library ;” 
second session, “Library extension — get- 
ting the books to the people.” The pro- 
gram of the third session included a paper 
on “The story hour” by Miss Lyman of 
Scoville institute, an institute on new_tech- 
nical methods conducted by Miss Marvin 
of the Free Library commission, and brief 
reports from representatives of Wisconsin 
libraries answering the following ques- 
tions: 

How many people outside the city or village 
borrow books from the library? Is it free to 
them? What have you done to get country 
readers? What chances do they have to get 
books from any other source? Do you send 
out traveling libraries? Do you have branches 
or stations? What are you doing to secure bet- 
ter reading? Do you use book marks? Do you 
supply books in foreign languages and are they 
much used? Is your. reading room open on 
Sunday? 
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The addresses and papers of the meeting 
were the following: 

ir of welcome—Mayor Charles Gault of 

elolt, 


Response, and President's address—Hon. H. 
P. Bird of Wausaukee, 

Methods of 
Bessie Sergeant Smith, Dubuque, Ia. 

The librarian’s attitude toward school work 
—Mr. IF. A. Hutchins, Madison. 

What the Madison public library does—Miss 
Hannah Ellis, Madison (paper read by Miss 
Julia Hopkins). 

A talk on reading—Hon. Duncan McGregor, 
ex-president Platteville Normal school. 

Library distributing centers—Dr. E. A. Birge 
of the University of Wisconsin. 

What the school needs of the public library 
—Supt. C. G. Pearse, Milwaukee. 

The problem of the country reader—Hon, H. 
L. Ekern, Whitehall. 

Some problems in library administration— 
Hon. C. W. Graves, Viroqua. 

The story hour as an incentive to better read. 
ing, and how to conduct it—Miss Edna Lyman, 
sno ge librarian, Scoville ~ Institute, Oak 
Park, 

_ The ‘oni concluded with a trolley 
ride to Janesville. 

Dr. Birge’s splendid address and Miss 
Lyman’s excellent paper will be printed in 
separate pamphlet form. Lack of space 
prevents more than brief reference to the 
other good papers read at the meeting, and 
this will be found in the official report of 
the secretary, which is subjoined. 





The fifteenth annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin State Library association held 
at Beloit, February 22 and 23, was a great 
success; throughout the entire meeting the 
addresses, papers and discussions held the 
attention of the large and interested audi- 
ences. 

The first session, called at 2 P. M., Feb- 
ruary 22, was devoted to the educational 
work of the library. We were welcomed 
to Beloit in a most graceful manner by the 
mayor, Mr. Chas. Gault, who said in his 
address of welcome that he could not give 
us the keys to the city because it had 
never been locked to such an organization 
as ours. 

Hon. H. P. Bird, the president of the as- 
sociation, presided over the meetings and 
the spirit with which they proceeded was 
largely due to his characteristically happy 
way of enthusing every one. In his ad- 
dress Mr. Bird dwelt upon the fact that 
the welfare, stability and peace of this 
country depended largely upon the librar- 
ians whose high ideals would influence the 
young men and women of the time and 
keep them stable. 

“The one great purpose in view, friends,” 
said Mr. Bird, “is to enlarge the under- 
standing, widen the intellectual view, and 
so increase the happiness, the usefulness 
and the capacity of our citizens, one and 
all. We do not expect to prepare any one 
for the learned professions, but we do ex- 


pect to make our political foundations, 
which in our countrv rest solely upon the 
intelligence of the masses—to make these 
more sure and unmovable. We expect to 
make the social conditions higher. We ex- 
pect tlrat the germs so planted by library 
work wlil be nurtured, in many cases, to 
more completeness, by the aid of schools 
and colleges leading up to lives of con- 
spicuous usefulness, that would, but for 
this start, remain in oblivion, mental dark- 
ness and obscurity.” 

Miss Bessie Sergeant Smith, librarian 
Public library, Dubuque, dealt with the 
methods of securing better reading so that 
“more people might become better people 
by reading better books.” Some of the 
methods suggested were that books be ad- 
vertised by means of lists and annota- 
tions inserted in the local papers, and that 
new books, aswell as groups of books onone 
subject, should be placed where accessible. 
The following ideas were also suggested: 


-That an exhibit of workdone byschoolchil- 


dren brings people to the library and 
arouses their interest in books dealing with 
the handicraft; that the library should 
keep in touch with the clubs and their 
work; that bulletins, even if small, were of 
advantage ; that teachers should be given 
special priviliges; and in demand for fic- 
tion, duplicate the standards with attrac- 
tive copies. But above all methods to be 
employed for securing better reading, the 
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essential qualification for the librarian is 
her own books and love them. — 
Mr. F. A. Hutchins of the Wisconsin 


a Free Library commission treated the li- 
 brarians’ attitude toward school work and 


iss |) what has been done to meet the needs. The 


books a boy reads for pleasure with inter- 
est do more to influence him than those 
he studies. The home library, the public 
library and the street library are all open 
to the boy and the one with the most at- 
tractions will win, therefore Mr. Hutchins 
urged that the boy be given a love for 
books by sending careful selections to the 
schools, so as to stimulate his interest to 
read. Train him to be a student. By the 
successful co-operation of the teacher and 
librarian the pupil may be taught to use the 
power to read, and comes to possess the 
priceless ability to get information. 

In the absence of Miss Hannah Ellis, 
children’s librarian of the Madison Public 
library, her paper on what the Madison 
Public library does, was read by Miss Hop- 
kins. First the choice of books was treat- 
ed and then the visits to schools described, 
where talks about books are given to 
arouse the pupil’s interest in them. The 
use of the catalog was taught by means 
of contests. To interest the teachers in 
knowing books each teacher was requested 
to read one book a term and report on it 
at the meetings held in the library. The 


i children are made the librarians of the 


books sent to the schools in some grades. 
The aim of the work is to help children 
find pleasure in the finest things. 

The afternoon session closed with re- 
ports from Wisconsin public libraries, 
which are co-operating actively with the 
schools—Rhinelander, Marinette, Superior, 
Kenosha, Portage being represented. 

The evening session was devoted to the 
consideration of Library extension,—get- 
ting the books to the people. 

Dr. E. A. Birge, trustee Madison Public 
library, read a scholarly paper on library 
distributing centers, treating in an ex- 
haustive manner the various means of dis- 
tribution through the country by the use of 
branches, stations, school duplicate collec- 
tions, traveling libraries, house to house 
delivery, rent collections. 

Hon. H. Ekern, trustee Whitehall 
Public library, dealt with the problem of 
the country reader and made some inter- 
esting suggestions as to how they might 
be reached. In order to get at the farm- 
ers and interest them, go right out to meet 
them; personal contact is the thing. Send 
books by the milk or cream gatherer, or 
better yet, have free postage within the 
county. 

Two of the problems in library adminis- 
tration discussed by Mr. C. .W. Graves, 
trustee Viroqua Public library, were the 
disproportionate amounts so often spent on 
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the maintenance of libraries as compared 
with the sums invested in books; and sec- 
ondly, the problem of book-buying. 

Supt. C. G. Pearse, of the Milwaukee 
public schools, spoke of what the school 
needs of the public library, needs, which 
he said, librarians of today did not have to 
be told about, for they were constantly 
seeking them themselves. The sub-statious 
in schools did an excellent work, as by this 
means the people become _ interested 
through the lien. The thought that the 
librarians could suggest ownership of 
books to the children was also expressed. 

At the beginning of the morning session 
the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: Dr. A. Birge, Madison, 
president; Miss Grace O. Edwards, Su- 
perior, vice-president; Henry E. Legler, 
Madison, secretary; Miss Grace Salisbury, 
Whitewater, treasurer. 

The idea of the story hour appeals to 
every one and so those who were present 
at the morning session on Thursday 
wished that old and young, big and little, 
might have heard Miss Edna Lyman, 
children’s librarian, Scoville institute, Oak 
Park, Ili., deliver an address on the story 
hour as an incentive to better reading, and 
how to conduct it. 

Some of the benefits derived from the 
story are that it teaches concentration, cul- 
tivates the imagination and love of beauty, 
strengthens the memory and deepens im- 
pression, cultivates a fine and delicate sense 
of humor, and induces the child to read 
the book after he has been told a portion 
of its story. 

Fairy tales give the freest scope for the 
action of moral laws, e. g., in Cinderella 
we learn that hate kills and love conquers. 
Fables should be used with care, for much 
in their origin makes them unfavorable for 
the child 

Stories may be divided into the true 
story, which includes science, history and 
biography, the realistic story, and the story 
of adventure. Stories should not be merely 
instructive. The story teller must be vi- 
tally interested in the story himself, he 
must make clear statements, not vague, 
general ones if he wishes to ‘hold the at- 
tention of the children; furthermore there 
should be a good ending to the story; don’t 
go back and moralize. 

The rest of the morning session was de- 
voted to the institute conducted by Miss 
Cornelia Marvin. Miss Marvin has an un- 
usual ability for imparting all sorts of 
helpful information in the most interesting 
manner, and her explanation of the vari- 
ous new technical methods to be employed, 
including the use of printed catalog 
cards, and the excellent reasons she gave 
for discarding antiquated methods in li- 
brary work animated even the most con- 
servative to try the up-to-date methods. 
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The sessions were all held in the new 
ublic library, where the hospitality of 
Miss Martha Bell, the librarian, and her 
sister was so graciously extended to us, 
that we all felt very much at home. 

Many members took the opportunity of 


WORK WITH THE SCHOOLS 


REPORTS READ AT THE STATE LiprARY MEETING 


STEPHENSON LIBRARY, MARINETTE 

In the fall of 1901 a circular letter was 
prepared and mailed to each teacher in the 
public schools. This letter stated the spe- 
cial privileges accorded teachers, suggested 
ways in which the library could be made 
useful in school work, and asked the co- 
operation of the teachers in the effort the 
library was making to interest the children 
in good books. 

The ‘school program was carefully stud- 
ied, and to encourage the use of the li- 
brary in school work, reference lists were 
prepared for seventh grade geography 
classes. These lists were sent to the sev- 
enth grade teachers, and the books were 
issued on teachers’ cards when needed. 
It was the intention to supplement these 
lists as mew references were found, to ex- 
tend the work all through the grades, and 
to include other subjects as the demand 
arose. 

This work was fairly successful as far 
as it went, and was greatly appreciated by 
some of the teachers, while others consid- 
ered the outside reference work a burden. 
A plan was devised as a substitute, which 
it was hoped would be more effective in 
every way. This plan was to have been 
put into operation in the lower grades this 
winter. It was based upon the conviction 
that a knowledge of simple reference 
books and of how to use the librarv cata- 
log would be of far more value to the pu- 
pils than a list of references which would 
direct them to the exact book and page 
needed for a specific subject. ~— 

A few experiments in teaching individ- 
ual children convinced us that the plan was 
entirely feasible in grades as low as the 
fifth. The course of instruction was to in- 


clude five talks, two to be given in the , 


school room and three at the library, each 
talk to be followed by a fractical exercise. 

Instructicn in the hhigher grades began 
in the spring of 1902 with a talk to the 
pedagogy class of the High school. The 
attempt to explain in an hour's time the 
use of the catalog, the arrangement of 
books on the shelves, the use of periodi- 
cal indexes, and a hint or two on refer- 
ence books in general convinced our super- 
intendent, who had become interested, that 
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visiting the library of the University of 
Beloit, the Janesville library and that most | 
unique and interesting Gleaner’s library, a | 
“reference loaning library by mail,’ owned 
by Miss Phebe Swan. ip 

BertHA Marx, Secretary. 








more time could be profitably spent on 7 
each subject. As a result the following ~ 
year a course was planned and carried out, 
consisting of nine lessons. Seven lectures 7 
were given and two class exercises on the | 
catalog and index talks. a 
At the end of the course a set of seventy 
questions involving the use of all reference ~ 
books referred to was given the class. In| 
addition each student was required to pre- | 
pare a brief bibliography on a topic as- |” 
signed. These papers were all carefully 7 
revised and graded. ; 
The following year a change in the ad- |) 
ministration of the schools interrupted the 
work, but in the ‘fall of 1904 the interest |” 
and enthusiasm of the teacher of American | 
history in the High school made it possi- | 
ble to plan and carry out the course in a 
more systematic manner than before. The 
outlines of this course were printed and 
distributed to the pupils. It included six 7 
lectures to be given at the library, one |” 
every two weeks. The whole senior class | 
was to receive the instruction, and each 4 
lecture was to be followed by an exercise ~ 
ag to cover the special points consid-|~ 
ered. 
The school administration was unwilling 
to give school time for the lectures, so they)” 
were held after 4 o'clock, and Miss Camp- ~ 
bell, the teacher offered as an inducement | 
to the students that 1 per cent should be 
added to the standing of every student | 
who attended the lectures and a maximum) 
of 5 per cent for each exercise handed in. 
Three lectures have been given, and out 
of a class of forty students the attendance 
averaged 38, and the exercises completed, 


= 


ie 


In addition to the lectures given the! 
seniors, a_ series of three talks was prom-| 
ised the first, second and third year High re 
school students, at the request of the Eng- ty 
lish teacher. The first talk was given in| 
February with every student present, and! 
as it was uncertain that the original plan 78 
could be carried out, the one lecture was! 
made to include the use of the catalog and | 
indexes, and arrangement of books on the | 
shelves. ce 

In the fall of 1904 a new circular with ny 
some additions was printed and distributed ca 
to the teachers. ‘x 
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At the request of the superintendent a 
list of books suitable for reading aloud 
was made for each grade. These lists 
were only tentative, and it was hoped that 
at the grade meetings held each month a 
portion of time would be set aside for the 
discussion of the books selected, and other 
topics relating to co-operation, at which 
the librarian would be present. 

In addition to the work here outlined, 
visits have been made to the schools, talks 
have been given to the pupils on the care 
of books and vacation reading, and when- 
ever opportunity offered the librarian has 
attended teachers’ meetings and given talks 
on library topics. 

The library maintains duplicate collec- 
tions of children’s books in two schools 
distant from the library. These school li- 
braries have no connection with school 
work, the books are selected for home 
reading, and are circulated under the same 
rules that prevail at the main library. 

This report has dwelt mainly upon the 
question of instruction because as previ- 
ously stated it was our conviction that the 
best interests of library and school would 
be served by making the pupils independ- 
ent. It was hoped that the final develop- 
ment of the work would see a systematic 
course of instruction in the use of the li- 
brary incorporated as a required part of 
the school curriculum from the fifth grade 
through the last year High school. If car- 
ried out, much of the work now given to 
High school students would be given in 
simpler form in the grades, and the High 
school instruction would consist entirely of 
advanced reference work and special bibli- 
ography lectures. 

This work has seemed so important that 
other methods of co-operation have been 
neglected for it, with the hope that when 
it was thoroughly systematized the other 
work would ‘all naturally into place and 
receive a proper amount of attention. 

The results have been beyond our expec- 
tations, the interest and enthusiasm of the 
students, and the marked improvement in 
their school work, as testified to by their 
instructors, place the work beyond the ex- 
perimental stage, and prove its undoubted 
value as a part of school training. 

Juuia E. Ex.iorr. 





PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUPERIOR 


The freshmen in the High school come 
to the library with a teacher for an _ex- 
planatory lecture in regard to use of li- 
brary. This was followed in some cases 
(according to co-operation of teacher) 
with an exercise on the use of the cata- 
log and finding books on the shelves. This 
will be continued twice a year as each new 
class enter the High school. 
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A full list of material in the library on 
“Christmas” was sent each principal for 
the use of teachers in his building. 
Teachers in many cases sent pupils to the 
library to look up this material, so the ef- 
fort was worth while, and further lists will 
be sent from time to time on subjects of 
general interest. 

The superintendent of public schools 
turned over to the library 61 volumes for- 
merly kept as a “Teachers’ library” in his 
office, so as to have them used and cared 
for here. It enlarges use of library on the 
part of teachers considerably. I hope to 
buy kindergarten books and a good deal of 
pedagogical literature so as to keep up this 
part of the library. 

School libraries are put wherever wanted 
as far as our books go. We have a special 
school duplicate collection. This is shelved 
when in the library in the basement work 
room. We found it successful to continue 
school libraries during summer in two out- 
lying districts, under charge of a library 
assistant, open one-half day per week, and 
this will be done this summer also in these 
two schools. 

I am to have a separate book-case in the 
children’s room for their reference library. 
I expect to put there, reference copies of 
books in circulation, duplicates of common 
reference books. We will go to the neigh- 
boring schools when this is done and ex- 
plain it, and try and get childrén to come 
more to the library to look up material, 
etc. If I secure a children’s librarian, this 
case of books will stand near her desk so 
that she can be of assistance readily. 

If I do have a children’s librarian, I 
shall certainly plan to have some consecu- 
tive regular series of school talks. This 
year I have only given occasional school 
talks upon special request from teachers. 

; Grace O. Epwarps, ‘Librarian. 





PUBLIC LIBRARY, PORTAGE 


We try to be helpful to schools in every 
way possible, believing this to be the most 
important work of the library. 

We meet the teachers from time to time 
in their weekly meetings to discuss ques- 
tions of interest to both library and school. 
We visit schools, talk to children about 
care of books and conduct in the library, 
try to interest them in good books that are 
being neglected, and in the periodicals on 
the children’s tables and call attention to 
displays and other matters of interest in 
the library. 

We have teachers come with children to 
the library, where we give instruction in 
the use of the catalog. Later the teach- 
ers with small groups of their pupils visit 
the library, when we give drill exercises 
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on the catalog, on finding books on the 
shelves and on placing the same in their 
proper positions. At the same time they 
are insructed in the use of all the chil- 
dren’s reference books. 

In the High school, classes come for a 
series of four talks of an hour each on 
catalogs, indexes and reference books, fol- 
lowed in each case by a half hour for 
examination of this material. Later test 
problems are given to them covering the 
ground of the talks. This test work is re- 
quired as regular school work and marks 
are given upon ii. 

A large amount of time has been given 
to the preparation of graded lists. After a 
tentative selection made by librarian and 
superintendent, the teachers of each grade 
were invited to come to the library to- 
gether, and examine and advise with re- 
gard to the adaptability of each book for 
fhe grade. A sufficient number of type- 
written copies was made to supply each 
grade in the city, including the Catholic 
and Lutheran parochial schools. On these 
lists we marked the books of the several 
classes from which the pupils are permit- 
ted to select their required readings. Each 
grade has its leaf of a bulletin in the li- 
brary where the list is mounted. A like 
copy is kept in the superintendent’s office. 

The three debating societies in the High 
school hold weekly debates in which each 
pupil takes part. Reference sheets on the 
subjects debated are prepared and posted 
on a special bulletin. The workers swarm 
about the reading tables and delve into the 
periodical literature and into books on 
their special subjects to an extent which 
amply justifies the expenditure of time and 
labor called for in this line of work. 

Prizes are awarded to the different 
classes in the High school by the women’s 
clubs of the city for the best essays written 
on subjects like art, local history and such 
others as require special research. To as- 
sist this class of workers appropriate ma- 
terial of all kinds is provided and special 
bibliographies are prepared. 

The reading courses prepared by the 
Commission are quite extensively used in 
our library. We place the names of those 
that finish these courses upon a roll of 
honor which we mount on a conspicuous 
bulletin in the library, and which we also 
post in the school which the pupils attend. 
We regard these lists as one of the most 
—— aids im guiding the reading of pu- 
pils. 

We post from time to time displays of 
penmanship, map drawing and special work 
of the drawing classes in all the grades. 
This draws the people, the school and the 
library into closer relationship. 

Another work to which we have given 
particular attention is ‘the circulation 
among schools of mounted pictures illus- 
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trating the various subjects connected with 
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their studies. For the proper display and ) 
protection of these pictures special screens |~ 
have been prepared for every school room |~ 
in the city. Re 

Mrs. W. G. CLoucu, Librarian. | 





GILBERT M. SIMMONS LIBRARY, KENOSHA 

Two years ago we undertook the plan of | — 
placing school duplicate collections in as |~ 
many school rooms as the number of books | ~ 
we were authorized to purchase for this | — 
purpose would supply. Thirteen rooms 
were fitted out with these small libraries— 
the number thirteen proving to be any- | 
thing but unlucky—for our first venture | 
met with almost unvarying success, the | — 
teachers taking hold of their share of the | 
work with willingness, and in some cases | © 
with real enthusiasm. As we launched this 
project in mid- -winter, the books were not 
called in until June 11, ‘when the circulation |” 
was found to be 4,963; from 678 books in | 
thirteen rooms. te 

Since our first experiment we have 
changed and modified our ideas somewhat, 
gradually dropping first and sub-primary 
rooms as the books wear out, until now we 
have books in twenty-three rooms, and 
hope by next fall to add enough books to | 
our school collection to place them in all ae 
the rooms above ‘second grade. Bes 

We have had our moments of discourage- | 
ment when in some roundabout way we have 
heard that a teacher “hoped Mrs. Barnes 
wouldn’t have enough books for her room,” | 
only to be cheered by.a call from another © 
teacher asking for books because her pu- | 
pils are begging for them. In the latter 
case, where the school collection is ex- 
hausted, we have sent boxes from the main 
library, keeping our records on temporary 
slips, until such time as we could increase 
our stock and supply them in the regula1 
way. We now have 850 books in our school 
collection, and expect to increase this num- 
ber to 1,200 before next fall. 

We send our books out only twice a year, 
during the fall and winter terms, omitting 
the spring term, for the following reasons: 

Ist. We haven’t enough books in any one 
grade to change them three times. 

2d. The children play out of doors as 
the days grow longer and warmer, which | 











ee 5 


greatly decreases the circulation, and, aga 
3d. The teachers are getting tired to- | 
ward the end of the year’s work, and we | 





have decided it would be unwise to ask 
them to do this additional work when they 
are busy with the extra duties that always 
arise in rounding out a school year. In | 
our judgment, the main difficulty in this [7 
line of school work is the one of keeping 

the teachers interested, so for this reason 
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we are careful not to overburden them with 
a third exchange of books. 

Our further work with the schools lies 
chiefly in using special cards to teachers, 
upon which they may draw ten books at a 
time, and may keep them through a term, 
unless recalled by the library. This privi- 
lege is extended to the county teachers, 
who avail themselves of it most freely. 

This year special cards were issued to 
seniors of the High school, to help them 
in the preparation of their graduating 
theses. 

Pupils are taught the use of indexes and 
card catalog and are given the use of 
rooms at the library for special work, such 
as joint debates, declamatory contests, etc. 

In a word, the policy of this library has 
been to grant every privilege asked for by 
the teachers or students, consistent with 
the rights of the public, and to introduce 
any measure which suggested itself to us 
as being in any way beneficial to the 
schools. Results, so far, have seemed to 
justify -~ pe course. 

Mrs. C. P. Barnes, Librarian. 





PUBLIC LIBRARY, RHINELANDER 

Our library has been much more used for 
reference work by the schools since we 
moved into our new building last Novem- 
ber. Pupils from both public and parochial 
schools often exhaust its limited resources. 

A collection of between 500-600 mounted 
pictures is in much demand, and a gift of 
unmounted pictures used the last art day 
in the schools is soon to be added to it and 
kept for permanent use in the study of art- 
ists in the grades. 

Twenty-one of the 31 teachers in the 
public and parochial schools have teachers’ 
cards, on which an unlimited number of 


NEW LIBRARY 


Many new library buildings will he 
added to the Wisconsin list in 1905. Among 
the cities where they are now in course 
of construction are the following: 


Antigo Richland Center 
Darlington Ripon 

Moproe Viroqua 

Madison Waupun 

Rice Lake Washburn 


_ Gifts have been accepted by the follow- 
ing cities, but with the exception of Kau- 
kauna, plans have not yet been secured: 


Areadia Kaukauna 
Cumberland Wausau 
Evansville Wauwatosa (addition) 


The following cities have refused prof- 
erred gifts: 


Dodgeville 
Mineral Point 


New London 
Platteville 
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books and pictures is loaned to be kept as 
long as needed, subject to recall if needed 
elsewhere. Cards are also issued to teach- 
ers in country schools on rural routes from 
the city and our old worn-out books are 
given to supplement the very poor libraries 
of these schools. Books are held for teach- 
ers, and new books are especially called to 
their attention that they may have material 
fresh to the children. The librarian there- 
by most easily solves the question, “What 
shall I read to my school ?’ 

Teachers have recently made out reading 
lists‘of books related to school work. These 
are to be posted in both school room and 
library, and children are to be encouraged 
to read them. Seven of the Commission 
book-marks have been in use this winter. 
When a child completes one, his name is 
placed on a roll of honor. A large copy of 
the book-marks with call numbers opposite 
each title is posted in the children’s room 
and is used by children in finding books. 
This has proved an easy and _ satisfactory 
way of teaching classification. 

A school room library has been started 
this month in a school farthest from the li- 
brary. We are trying it as an experiment 
and are waiting to see whether this is a 
wise arrangement in a city of this size. 

Displays of the drawing work in the 
schools are a regular feature on the bul- 
letin boards of the children’s room, and 
the Rhinelander child considers it an honor 
to find his work there. 

All of the above work is supplemented 
by personal contact of librarian and 
teacher, very easy in a teaching corps of © 
the size found here. 

During the remainder of the school year, 
we expect to give talks in the High school 
on use of library and to teach seventh and 
ig grades classification and use of cat- 
alog. 

Mary A. Situ, Librarian. 


BUILDINGS 


The total investment in Wisconsin public 
library buildings at this date is approxi- 

mately $2,300,000. 

At the dedication of the new Beloit col- 
lege library, Dr. Horace White of New 
York made an authorized statement as to 
the extent of Mr. Andrew Carnegie’s li- 
brary gifts. The figures were obtained 
from Mr. Carnegie’s private secretary. Up 
to the present time the iron master has 
given, or pledged himself to give, 1,290 li- 
brary buildings to the English speaking 


people. Of these 779 are in the United 
States. The aggregate cost of these build- 
ings is $39,325,240, of which sum $29,094,- 


o80 has been expended in this country, 
about $6,000,000 in England, about $2,000,- 
000 in Scotland and $1,475,500 in Canada. 
The proportion of the total population 
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which Mr. Carnegie has supplied with li- 
brary facilities is for the aggregate of the 
English speaking race, a little more than 1&8 
per cent. These are mostly dwellers in 
towns and cities. 

The figures for Wisconsin are as oo. 
Total population (census 1890) 
Aggregate of population served with 

Carnegie libraries 


296,960 
Amount given or promised for build- 
in $692, 4 


gs 
No. towns with Carnegie libraries. 
Percentage of population supplied. “° 3 

Since the above figures were compiled, 
Lawrence university at Appleton has se- 
cured a Carnegie grant. 


Appleton. Andrew Carnegie _ having 
given Lawrence university $50,000 for a li- 
brary building, the question of location has 
been under discussion by the trustees. 
Some objections have been advanced to lo- 
cating the building on the campus, for lack 
of suitable room. ‘Lhe proposition most in 
favor contemplates locating it on Union 
street, midway between College avenue 

and Alton street, allowing room for a 
small park surrounding the building. 
Union street is a quiet thoroughfare with 
little traffic of a disturbing kind. 


Washburn. Final settlement with the 
contractors of the library building shows 
that the total cost was $16,400. The li- 
brary will be moved into the new building 
early in March. 
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Wauwatosa. Andrew Carnegie has 
agreed to give $6,000 for an addition to the 
Harwood library building. 


Cumberland. The City Council has 
voted to accept Andrew Carnegie’s offer of 
$10,000 for a library building, on the usual 
conditions. The editor of the Cumberland 
Free Press has figured out that it will cost 
local taxpayers but 48 cents per thousand 
of assessed valuation to maintain the insti- 
tution. 


St. Francis. Friends of St. Francis sem- 
inary, Milwaukee, will be asked to assist 
in the erection of a new library building as 
a memorial for the golden jubilee of the in- 
stitution, to be celebrated in June, 10906. 
A general appeal for cooperation in raising 
the fund will be sent out in the near fu- 
ture. 


Kaukauna. The library board has ap- 
proved Claude & Stark’s plans for the new 
building. The main floor comprises read- 
ing and book room, 17x45 feet; ‘reference 
room and children’s rooms, each 17x22 
feet; delivery room, 12x17 feet; librarian’s 
room, IIxI4 feet, and a vestibule. The 
basement inciudes an assembly room 
20x34% feet; class room 17x20 feet; work 
room 13x15 feet, and store-room 13xI5 feet. 


Rice Lake. The new Carnegie library 
building will soon be completed. 


AN EASTERN LIBRARY TOUR 


Miss L. E .Stearns, Library Visitor 


For the tired western library worker 
there is nothing more restful, instructive 
and inspiring than a vacation spent among 
eastern libraries. The conditions that ob- 
tain in the east, where librarians are oft- 
times blasé from an excess of appropria- 
tions and materials in the way of buildings, 
books and furnishings, differ radically from 
the usual order of things in the west, 
where the emphasis is er placed 
upon the last ffour words of the A. L. A. 
motto—“The best reading for the greatest 
number, at the least cost.” 

Of all the libraries in the east, there is 
none whose work is more insp‘ring than the 
Carnegie library at Pittsburgh, with its 
central library, branches, home libraries, 
and deposit stations. The keynote of the 
work seems to be the endeavor to reach 
the individual. The work done for the 
children is of special significance. Boys’ 
clubs and girls’ clubs are organized in con- 
nection with home libraries, this work be- 
ing under the charge of a special assistant 


who devotes her time to devising ways and 
means for reaching the children of the im- 
poverished districts. The time of another 
assistant is given to the system of school 
circulation. Personal visits are made to 
schools and helpful talks are given to teach- 
ers and pupils alike. The story hour. con- 
ducted at the central library and at all the 
branches, is a most popular feature. An 
endeavor is made to reach the young men 
and young women through study clubs. A 
number of young colored men are making 
a study of some phases of political econ- 
omy, while a group tf young colored 
women meet once a week for a survey of 
American authors. Unitversity extension 
lectures are well patronized, the auditori- 
ums and lecture-rooms of the branch li- 
braries being in constant use. In the cir- 
culating department of ‘the library proper, 
a reader's advisory librarian renders assist- 
ance to all that desire in the selection of in- 
dividual volumes or books for courses of 
study. A great addition to the central li- 
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brary is now being erected which will give 
— opportunities and still greater re- 
sults. 

A visit to the Library of Congress em- 
phasizes the important part this institution 
is playing in the library development of the 
country. One is strongly impressed with 
the magnitude of the department having in 
charge the publication and distribuation of 
catalog cards. Dr. Putnam is gratified 
with the interest taken by librarians all over 
the country in securing the assistance af- 
forded by the new venture. The office in 
which the cards are printed, the great bind- 
ery, the copyright office, the department of 
maps, priceless prints, manuscripts, books 
for the blind, music, etc.—all are of absorb- 
ing interest and worthy of months of study, 
as are the libraries in connection with the 
various governmental departments. The 
Carnegie Public library, housed in a beau- 
tiful building, is doing a great work among 
the citizens of the District of Columbia. 

The Philadelphia Free Library was one 
of the first to put into practice unrestricted 
access to shelves. Hampered by small 
quarters, it has nevertheless built up a tre- 
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mendous circulation. At present, the li- 
brary authorities are interested in the plans 
for a great system of branches to suppte- 
ment those already in existence. 

The Library school connected with the 
Drexel institute of Philadelphia is doing its 
share in training earnest young women to 
take their place in the library world. 

The Pratt Institute Library schoot was 
the next visited. This school has the ad- 
vantage of having in connection with it a 
free circulating library which is used as a 
laboratory by the library school students. 
The city of Brooklyn is erecting a great 
system of branches, as is New York. No 
uniform style has been adopted in either 
case, the authorities preferring to erect at 
first different types of libraries and then 
through actual observation deciding upon 
the best for further erection. 

The library school at Albany differs from 
the others in its requirement that all stu- 
dents shall be college graduates. In the 
breadth of library extension work done in 
the State library, with which the school is 
connected, students are enabled to get a 
wide view of the field. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Miss CornettA Maxvin, Library Instructor 


LIBRARY LITERATURE 


The John Crerar library of 
Chicago has recently issued a 
list of cyclopaedias, diction- 
aries and directories in the li- 
brary. There are 1.610 titles in the list, the 
price of which is 30c, postpaid. This will 
be of especial value to the librarians of 
larger libraries who are making a study of 
reference books. 


List of 
reference 
books 


The Indiana Library commis- 
sion has published a most at- 


Library 


— tractive pamphlet, [Vith the 

Y birds of Indiana. It contains 
an article by Miss Mendenhall on “How 
the library may stimulate bird study’; a 
calendar of bird migration: list of birds 
with references; list of poems on birds and 
of books about birds, and of publications 
suggestive for the librarian. This useful 
material may be had from the Indiana com- 
mission for Ioc. 


, . The Wisconsin State Super. 
—— intendert of Public Instruction 
has sent to each library the 

1905 Arbor Day annual, which with former 
annuals should be classified with collections 
of literature, and should be bound for per- 
manent use, as they contain the best selec- 
tions of prose and poetry on this subject 
and will be of service throughout the year. 
The 1904 annual has one particularly good 


feature in the Wisconsin bird calendar, 
which might well serve for bulletin board 
worl now that the season for nature study 
has come. 


The Boston Public library 
jas printed its annual list of 
yew and important books se- 
lected from the Monthly bulletins. This 
list, which costs 15c, postpaid, should prove 
of service to the librarians of the larger 
libraries. 


Books for 


A list of 
best books 


In the last Bulletin attention 
prec lk was called to three lists of 

winianie children’s books. Librarians 
who constantly choosing children’s 
books are most grateful for these lists and 
will be pleased to know that another of the 
children’s librarians, Miss Clara W. Hunt, 
of the Brooklyn public library, in whom 
we have the greatest confidence, has com- 
piled a list Books for boys and girls, also 
two smaller pamphlets Books that girls 
like and Books useful to teachers. These 
three pamphlets will be sent to any Wis- 
consin library by the Commission upon re- 
ceipt of Ioc cover cost and postage. 


, a Hopkin’s Scientific Ameri- 
a can reference book (Munn, 

1.50) is one of the reference 
books that will be useful in all libraries, 
giving concise articles on many subjects 
frequently inquired ahont. 


are 
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ars The Wisconsin commission 
hook iat has for some years compiled 

current book lists which have 
been used by several of the library com- 
missions. The A. L. A. Publishing board 
has recently taken over this work, and will 
hereafter issue the . L. A. book list, pub- 
lishing eight numbers a year at a subscrip- 
tion price of 50c. The Wisconsin commis- 
sion will mail this book list to every Wis- 
consin library. If extra copies are wanted 
for the members of the book committees 
they may be had for regular subscription 
rates from the A. L. A. Publishing board, 
10'%4 Beacon street, Boston. The list just 
issued is a double number, and duplicates, 
as far as the books for small libraries are 
concerned, the December list of the Wis- 
consin commission. The new list is partic- 
ularly valuable in that it supplies classifica- 
tion numbers (which will be suggestive, 
but which must be adapted to the needs of 
each individual library), the subject head- 
ings, the Library of Congress serial num- 
bers and the number of cards needed. 


The A. L. A. list recently 
mailed to libraries by the Com- 
mission contains entries under 
the following names, which may be recom- 
mended for first purchase for Wisconsin 
libraries. 

Recent books: Crawford, Hopkins, Clifton, 
Johnson, Kean, Sidis, Sparks, Story, White. For 
large libraries, Clay, Moore, Nicolls, Fiction: 
Altsheler, Field, Parrish, Weyman. Chiidren’s 
books: Bland, Burgess, Shelton, Smith, 
Warde, and two by Wells. 


Also to be recommended are the 27 
books previously included in Commission 
lists and included in the following sec- 
tions: 

Recent books: Beard, Burroughs, E. R. 
Johnson, Langton, Page, Spearman. For large 
libraries, Everett, McCarthy, Muensterburg, 
Ruskin, Sturgis, Torrey. ‘Fiction: Connor, 
Conrad, Fox. Kelly, Michelson, Smith, Stuart, 
Thurston. Children’s books: Austin. Gerson, 
Grinnell, McDougall, Miller, Musset, Seton. 


New 
books 


Titles of recent desirable books not in- 
cluded in the A. L. A. list and a few ear- 
lier ones omitted from Commission lists are 
given now to help librarians in selection of 
late works. 


Non-fiction, L, C. No, 
Adams. Labor problems. (Citi: 
zen’s library). net $1.60. 
Macmillan 
Brady. Indian fights and fight: 
. net $1.30 McClure. 
The kingdom of Siam, 
Putnam 4— 
Further India 
es 


5— 3795/2 
4—37008 /4 
29699 /2 
4—29820 /2 
4—36154 /3 
4—29696 /3 


Modern industrial pro- 
. net $3. Lippincott. 
Principles of relief. net 
Macmillan 
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_ Mass and class. net 

. Macmillan 

*irhe Tomboy at 
Doubleday 
Poverty. 


Ghent. 
$1. 

Gilder. 
$1.25 


4—29347 /4 
weseeee 4—83583 /2 
$1.50. 
4—32745 /2 
Kellor. Out of work: a study of 
employment agencies. net 
$1.25. Putnam 
McCracken. The women of Amer. 
ica. net $1.50, Macmillan. 
McSpadden. Synopses. of Dick- 
ens’ novels. net 45ce. Crow- 


The 


net 
4—32737 /3 
4—33396 /3 


4—27119 /2 
4—32175 /3 


woman who 
spends. net $1. Whitcomb. 
Shakspere. Julius Caesar; ed. by 
— & Clarke. Tide, Crow- 


ell 
Richardson. 


seceseses 4—85078 /2 
the sage- 
Putnam. 4—382756 /3 


Steedman. Bucking 
brush, net $1.50. 

Wendell & Greenough, A history 
of literature in America. 
net $1.40. Scribner 4—28430 /2 
Fiction, 

Brown. Diane: 
Icarian settlement on 
Mississippi river. 
Doubleday seeeeee 4—80145 /2 

Cabell. The’ eagle's 

1.50. Doubleday 4—~27112 /2 

The return of Sherlock 

$1.50. McClure... 

Eckstrom. The Penobscot man. 
$1.25. Houghton 

Hoyt. Nancy's country Christmas, 
and other stories. $1.50. 
Doubleday 

Luther. iad mastery. $1.50. “Mae- 


a romance of the 
the 
50. 


$ 
Doyle, 
ifolmes. 


4—13286 /2 


4—30148 /2 
milla 4—23763 /2 
Porter. 


b sg 4—29191 /2 
Sharts. hills of freedom. 

$1.50. Doubleday 4—27123 /2 
Stevenson. Cadets of Gascony. 

$1.50. Lippincott ... 4— 5421/2 
Tarkington. In the arena: stories 

of political life. $1.50. Me- 

Clure 5— 3791/2 


Children’s books. 


Dodge, Rhymes and jingles. New 
ed, $1.50. Scribner ..... 4— 
Harris: Eugene Field reader. net 
40c. Scribner. 
Foster. i 


25692 /2 


____Dana 4—16175 /2 

Grover. Folk-lore reader, 
30c. Atkinson 

Long. Little Miss Joy-Sing. 
Altemus 

Strang. The Light Brigade 
Spain. $1.50. Putnam .... 


4—24493 /2 


For larger libraries. 
Bourne. Narratives of the career 
ef Ternando de Soto. 
net $2. Barnes 
Brooks. Dames and daughters of 
the French court. net $1.50. 
Crowell 4—29818 /13 
Butler. The wild northland. $1, 

PNRER Swiccscevecten scecaeeess 4—14596 /3 
Mackenzie. Voyages to the Arec- 
. 2v. net $2. Barnes 

The web of Indian ‘life, 
t $2.25 Holt 
Rabagliati. Air, ae —~ exer- 
cise. Ed. e. $3. Wood. 
Renan. Letters from the Ho ly 
Land. net $2. Doubleday. 
Waliszewski. Ivan the Terrible. 
net $3.50, Lippincott 


4— 33882 /2 


4—27344 // 
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Book The A. L. A. committee on 
“we book bu h d tl 
prices 00 ying has issue hree 

new bulletins on book prices, 
Nos. 9 to 11, which have been mailed to 
all Wisconsin libraries. The Commission 
has a large supply of these bulletins, and 
they will be forwarded upon request to all 
members of book committees. The advice 
given in this series is worth consideration, 
as its acceptance will result in an actual 
saving of money to the library. 


eis The first two numbers of 
faites the Library index to periodicals 

“ and current events have been 
published. This index, in the main, dupli- 
cates the Reader’s guide to periodical lit- 
erature, adding an index to dates and a 
book purchase list. The price of the index 
is $3 a year, but an extra charge will be 
made for the cumulated numbers,, so that 
it will cost more than the Reader's guide, 
which our small libraries have secured at 
club rates through the Commission for a 
very low price. The larger libraries will 
probably wish to continue their subscrip- 
tion to the Reader's guide, which has ad- 
mirably served its purpose. Thirty-two 
Wisconsin libraries have accepted the spe- 
cial offer on the Reader's guide, including 
the 1900-04 volume and the numbers for 
1905. 


The Newark (N. J.) Public 
library offers to send to any 
library for toc a copy of its 
recently issued list of 1,000 of the best nov- 
els. The problem of fiction is one that is 
usually uppermost in our library meetings 
and discussions, and librarians welcome 
suggestions. All will be interested in Mr. 
Dana’s introduction ‘and ‘will find the list 
helpful. 

The small village library, which is really 
only an extension of the family library and 
sort of a cooperative book case for a 
neighborhood, should not contain many of 
the novels which ‘properly find a place in 
large collections. Where a few books are 
bought and a few are owned, readers of all 
ages usually go over the entire collection, 
and it is not wise to destroy faith in a li- 
brary or to make bitter enemies by includ- 
ing “questionable” books, even though they 
may be ranked as great literature. I per- 
sonally feel, however, that the larger li- 
braries should contain the classics, even 
though they do not care to recommend 
them for general reading. The adult reader 
has a right to expect to find the best books 
of Balzac, Flaubert and others in the li- 
brary. 


New fiction 
list 


The Dial for February 1 is 
a library number, and has two 
articles which appeal to librar- 
ians; Modern library work: its aims and 
its achievements, by E. C. Richardson, 


Periodical 
articles 
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president of the American Library associ- 
ation, and Bibliography in America, by 
W. C. Lane. 

The December number of Popular sci- 
ence monthly has an interesting survey of 
library progress in America, by W. W. 
Bishop. 


The price of the Library 
journal has been reduced to 
$4, and assistants in libraries 
which are subscribers may have it for $2. 


A ys The H. W. Wilson Co., of 
new li- \tinneapolis, announce a new 
brary aid ~").. — ; . 

publicatton, the ‘ Cumulative 
book review digest. Nothing could be more 
valuable to librarians than to have a digest 
of the reviews of books which they are 
considering for purchase. The ‘few sen- 
tences will be selected with an idea of re- 
flecting as pase as possible the force 
of the review as a whole, and the general 
trend of the review will be indicated by 
signs. The reviews will be taken from the 
best magazines, and will be particularly 
valuable, as they will come from the tech- 
nical and special magazines not found in 
our small libraries. 


Library 
periodicals 


So many requests have 
mission pub- come in for copies of rules 
fier and regulations to serve as 

models that I have prepared 
a folder covering the points that will need 
to be considered in most libraries. It is not 
to be supposed that any library will adopt 
these rules exactly as they stand, but that 
they will prove suggestive in revision of 
existing rules and for new libraries. It 
seems to me a good plan to revise the rules 
quite often, at least to look them over care- 
fully to see whether they are liberal enough 
to meet the new conditions locally and 
the new ideas of library work. These rules 
will be mailed to the libraries upon request. 
The Commission has in preparation a new 
edition of the Suggestive list which will go 
to the printer very soon, also a bulletin on 
nature study, with a list of books to he 
prepared by specialists. 
The Handbook, which is out of print, 
will be published in two parts, the Hand- 
book for trustees and the Handbook for l- 
brarians, the first of which will be pre- 
pared for the League of Library commis- 
sions by the Iowa Library commission. A 
revised edition of Mr. Wyer’s pamphlet on 
government documents will be the first 
publication of the League. 


New Com- 


NOTES 


In the last Bulletin an- 
nouncement was made of a 
new series of book marks for 
grown people. These book marks are 10c 
a hundred, but 4c a hundred should be 


Book 
marks 
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added for postage. If over five hundred 
are ordered it will be better to have them 
sent by express. The book marks are for 
sale by the Democrat Printing Co., Madi- 
son. 


The State schoo! for the 
the blind Blind, at Janesville, reports in- 

i a creasing interest in their circu- 
lating library. They will send books to any 
blind person in the state without charge. 
These books are sent free through the mail, 
so that it is possible to use the library from 
any point. Librarians who are interested 
in securing books for their readers should 
correspond with the superintendent, Mr. 
C. R. Showalter. The school is also plan- 
ning to send out small, permanent exhibits 
to the public libraries, containing the Sun- 
day school and examination papers of blind 
children, also a book which will interest 
young readers in our public libraries, show- 
ing what the blind children have to read 
and how they write. 


The librarians have mani- 
fested great interest in the lan- 
tern slide exhibits announced in our last 
Bulictin. The Sw itzerland views are now 
out on a circuit in the eastern part of the 
state. It is comparatively easy to arrange 
for these exhibits, and Mrs. Anderson’s let- 
ter from Manitowoc, in another part of 
this Bulletin, will show how enthusiasti- 
cally they have been received. The larger 
libraries should own lanterns and screens, 
and the smaller ones may borrow them. 
One of the most interesting exhibits for the 
spring would be the bird lantern slides, 
to be had from the Audubon society, no- 
tice of which is given below. 

Librarians who attended the state meet- 
ing at Beloit were interested in the fish 
exhibit which was sent to Miss Bell from 
the state of Washington. This exhibit does 
not take much space and is exceedingly in- 
teresting. Miss Bell offers to loan this ex- 
hibit to any library that cares to pay the 
freight. 


Books for 


Exhibits 


uy Ipnyy . Miss Lyman’s article on the 
Story hour Story hour in the last Bulletin 
has been supplemented by her very excel- 
lent paper at the Beloit meeting. Several 
programs were reprinted in the previous 
Bulletin and have been adopted by some of 
the Wisconsin libraries. The Monthly Bul- 
letin of the Carnegie library of Pittsburgh 
for January 1905 has a new outline on Her- 
oines of history and legend giving full ref- 
erences. This ought to be a very good 
course for girls’ clubs. Th> subscription 
price of the bulletin is 25c a year. We will 
not reprint the outline, as it will be so 
easy for all who are interested to secure 
the bulletin. 

The story hour has been very successful 
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at Green Bay. Miss Martin writes: “We 
are pleased with the success of the story 
hour. A story is told every Saturday at 
2:30 o'clock to children who have nothing 
of the kind at home. It is delightful to see 
how much they enjoy it. The number 
averages between seventy and eighty, but 
they keep as quiet as mice while the story 
goes on. The teachers are as much grati- 
fied as I am in the success of our experi- 
ment.” 


There is so large a foreign 
population in Wisconsin that 
something ought to be done to 
make up for the lack of night 
schools for teaching English. It seems to 
me that the librarian of the small library 
who has comparatively little technical work 
to do, and whose library hours are short, 
might help some of the foreign young men 
and women to learn to read English. Even 
if she can not give this personal help she 
might find some one who is willing to con- 
duct such classes in the library in the even- 
ing, and she should, at least, provide a 
few books which will be of service to them. 
Following are the titles of four inexpensive 
books prepared for such purposes: 
Chancellor. Reading and language lessons for 
evening schools, Amer. bk. co. 30c. 

—— Studies in English for evening schools. 
Amer. bk. co. 30c. 

Harrington & Cunningham. First book for 
non-English-speaking people. Heath. 20c. 
& Moore. Second book for non-English- 
speaking people. Heath. 30c. 


Some 
books for 
foreigners 


Those who are experienced in this work 
tell me that the first two books are par- 
ticularly useful. 


The A. L. A. Publishing sec- 
tion announces a set of printed 
catalog cards for the IJndus- 
trial commission reports, to 
cost about soc. Most Wisconsin libraries 
have this valuable set of books, and should 
be making good use of them while people 
are so intensely interested in trusts, rail- 
roads and insurance. These cards should 
be found wherever the set is owned, and 
should be filed in the regular catalog. They 
also announce a reprint of the set for the 
Smithsonian reports. This is a very large 
set, and although the charge is only % of a 
cent a card, the sum total will be in the 
neighborhood of $13 to $15. However, the 
work could not be done in any library so 
well nor so cheaply, and we all know what 
excellent use may be made of the articles 
in the set; especially in the later volumes 
the articles on wireless telegraphy, airships, 
Indian baskets and other subjects are in 
great demand wherever the librarian has 
made them known. 

Librarians who are working on their cat- 
alogs should send to the A. L. A. Publish- 
ing board for their list of printed cards, 


Printed 
catalog 
cards 
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and will find it a great economy to use all 
that are available for publications that are 
to be found in their libraries. 

The use of Library of Congress printed 
catalog cards is increasing, and librarians 
who have not used them because they have 
seemed hard to get regret the lost oppor- 
tunity when they learn how easy a matter 
it is to secure them. The serial numbers 
by which orders are made may be found in 
the new 4. L. A. catalog, in the Cumulative 
book index, in the new Wisconsin commis- 
sion list, in the new A. L. A. booklist, also 
in the Copyright bulletin, which, however, 
is not in many of our libraries. 
cards write this serial number, followed by 
the number of cards desired, at the top of 
a slip, stamping the name of the library 
on the slip. Arrange the slips numerically 
and send them to the Library of Congress, 
using the frank which will be furnished by 
that librarv. Before any order is sent, a 
deposit should be made covering the orders 
for the year or half year. In a small li- 
brary $5 or $10 is enough. The cards will 
be sent with an account slip showing how 
much has been charged against the deposit. 
Cards may be bought for the shelf list as 
well as for the catalog. If any library 
wishes the cards and has difficulty in mak- 
ing the order or in finding the numbers, 
the Commission is most willing to help. 
Thirty-two Wisconsin libraries have now 
made deposits with the Library of Con- 
gress. 


The Philadelphia Bookstore 
company really offers a very 
good thing to libraries in their 
catalog of slightly used books, but their 
prices on new books, given at the end of 
the last catalog, are not at all good. They 
offer volumes of Burt’s Home library for 
4sc, and almost any dealer will supply them 
for 36c or 37¢. 


Cheap 
books 


This is an excellent time to 
gather in some of the attractive 
railroad and steamship adver- 
tising material. Many of these 
pamphlets are well written and beautifully 
illustrated. They can be used for school 
work and will certainly prove popular with 
the people who are planning summer trips. 
The guides advertised in the backs of cur- 
rent magazines, and sent for a few stamps, 
may be kept on a special shelf for a few 
weeks, then classified for the geography 
work and for future use of travelers; or, 
if they have no text, cut and mounted. 
Many of the pamphlets are the best things 
to be had on the subject. 

The Rookwood book recently sent out by 
the Rookwood pottery, Cincinnati, contains 
colored illustrations of their best designs. 
It is very attractive and well worth the one 
stamp enclosure which will bring it. 


Books 
that cost 
nothing 
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_The Wisconsin Audubon so- 
ciety can be of service to li- 
braries and offers library mem- 
bership at 50c a year. The 
fee should be sent to the secretary, Mrs. 
R. G. Thwaites, Madison. There are sev- 
eral advantages in such a membership, 
chief among them being the opportunity to 
get the lantern slides of birds at a reduced 
rate. Then, too, members will receive the 
state Audubon publication By the wayside, 
the leaflets of the National Audubon so- 
ciety (13 nos.), back numbers and new is- 
sues. A committee is preparing an outline 
and programs for local Audubon societies 
which, it is hoped, may be organized 
through the library. In co-operation with 
the Commission, a nature study bulletin 
will be issued as noted above. 


Wisconsin 
Audubon 
Society 


The lantern slides owned by 
‘adides Fn Audubon society are very 
of birds ne and a lecture is sent out 

with each set. The usual price 
for the use of the slides is $5, but libraries 
joining the society and taking the slides in 
a circuit to be arranged may have them 
for $2 an evening. Nothing could be more 
appropriate or more interesting for a spring 
meeting. The circuits should be arranged 
at once, as the interest in_birds is strongest 
in the early spring. No library should 
write to the Commission asking for the 
slides until the membership fee has been 
sent to Mrs. Thwaites, as the use must, at 
present, be restricted to members. 

The first set contains 42 slides on our 
common birds, and a lecture entitled Birds 
in season. Many of the slides are colored. 
They are from photographs of living birds, 
their young and their nests. 


Lantern 


Applications must be in by 
April first. Blanks will be fur- 
nished upon application. 


Suminer 
school 


A document week has been 
planned for some time in June, 
exact dates to be announced 
later. The instruction will probably be 
given by J. I. Wyer of Nebraska. All Wis- 
consin librarians are invited to the lectures 
for this week. There will be one lecture 
each day followed by as many hours of in- 
dividual work as each one cares to give. 
Librarians who are struggling with docu- 
ments may do well to spend this week in 
Madison. 


Public 
documents 


The Democrat Printing com- 
pany has printed four new 
sheets which will be of service 
in all small libraries, but par- 
ticularly so where the old accession book is 


New 
library 
records 


not used. I have prepared these forms with 
the monthly and annual reports in mind 
and feel sure of their value in saving time: 
and giving definite figures for these reports. 
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The forms are Summary of additions and 
withdrawals, Classified record, Statistics 
sheet, Binding record. The price is 6c a 
sheet, which includes postage, and they can 
be sent out after the first of April. Books 
will be made up as ordered. A new peri- 
odical record card is also ready, price 50 
cents a hundred. 


The Pittsburgh—Cleveland 
catalog of 1,000 children’s books 
may be loaned to libraries dur- 
ing the summer. The catalog gives full an- 
alytical headings and is useful for revising 
or extending the cataloging already done. 


Traveling 
catalog 


. . Teachers’ institutes will be 
—_ held in many of our cities this 
institutes Summer, offering a golden op- 

portunity to the librarian who 
is eager to increase the number of country 
readers, or to spread the knowledge of 
what the library may do for the school. 
The library should meet the needs of these 
‘teachers in every possible way. I would 
suggest a notice sent to the conductor to be 
read at the opening of the institute; an ad- 
dress by the librarian; personal talks with 
the institute workers; ‘borrowers’ cards is- 
sued to teachers; talks in the library on 
mending, binding, teachers’ aids, children’s 
books; exhibits on all these subjects. In 
short, try to help these people in every way 
that occurs to you. 


A model library of 500 chil- 
dren’s books is being collected, 
showing best books in desirable 

This library will be loaned to 


Book 
Exhibit 
editions. 


NEWS FROM 


APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 


Miss Hattie Andrews has been 
re-elected librarian at Waterloo, and her 
salary has been increased. 


Andrews. 


Bunton. Mrs. Flora Bunton has been in- 
stalled as librarian at Thorpe. 

Elliott. Miss Julia E. Elliott, former 1li- 
brarian at Marinette, has assumed her new 
duties with the H. W. Wilson Co., Minne- 
apolis. The people of Marinette consider 
Miss Elliott’s departure a distinct loss to 
their city, The Eagle- Star thus expressing 
the general sentiment: “Miss Elliott has 
been librarian here for nearly five years 
past. She took the library when it was 
small and unorganized, and has brought it 
up to its present efficiency, which is consid- 
ered second to none in_the State or the 
Northwest for its size. She is a woman of 
originality and strong executive ability, and 
her place will be hard to fill. Her work has 
been invaluable to many who have had fre- 
quent occasion to use the library, and her 
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Wisconsin libraries for exhibit purposes, 
the object being three-fold—to stimulate 
public interest in better books, to give li- 
brarians opportunity to study books and 
editions ; and, most important, to interest 
parents in children’s books. It is time we 
began a campaign to interest and educate 
parents in this matter. It is most import- 
ant to have days for talks to parents, and 
to have them know and select children’s 
books. Full announcement of the plan will 
be made later. Applications for the exhibit 
may be sent in now. 


Sates library, The demand for books on 
anne witzerland has been so great 
at Manitowoc since the lantern 
slides were used that a loan from the Ap- 
pleton library was secured. This plan is 
suggested to meet temporary needs, and 
will surely commend itself to librarians. 


The Merrill library has col- 
poet lected seed catalogs and has 
for patrons them on file for the use of those 
: : wishing to make their selec- 
tions without waiting to send for catalogs. 


Anaccom- 


Jubilee _The Jubilee committee of the 
aden University has published a 

handsome volume giving the 
addresses and ceremonies of Jubilee week. 
Copies will be sent to Wisconsin public li- 
braries. The volume reflects credit upon 
Librarian W. M. Smith, the compiler, and 
should prove of great interest to all Wis- 
consin people who feel pride in their state 
institutions. 


THE FIELD 


courtesy and cheerful helpfulness have im- 
pressed themselves upon hundreds of its pa- 
trons.” 

Forbes. Miss Mary Forbes has been en- 
gaged as children’s librarian at La Crosse. 


Hambright. Miss Florence Hambright 
served as “assistant librarian at Racine dur- 
ing the absence of Miss Sara Eager and 
Miss Helen Gorton, who were absent on 
account of illness. 


Hislop. Miss Joanna Hislop, formerly. li- 
brarian at Medford, has been organizing 
the library at Le Moyne Institute, Memphis, 
Tenn. This is a branch of the Cossitt Ji- 
brary and the books are circulated from 
here to the colored people, as they are not 
allowed the use of the public library. Miss 
Hislop has accepted a position in the public 
library at Spokane, Wash. 

Hood. Mrs. W. F. Hood has succeeded 
Miss Ruth Hood as librarian at Fairchild. 

Jameson. The new librarian at New 
Richmond is Miss Clyde Jameson. 
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Notz. Miss Cornelia Notz, of Water- 
town, a graduate of the Drexel Institute Li- 
brary school, has been appointed assistant 
in the Whitewater Normal school library. 

Price. Miss Helen Price, a graduate of 
the Illinois State Library school and former 
librarian of the Blue Island, IIl., public li- 
brary, has been appointed librarian at Mer- 
rill. She began her work in January. 


GIFTS 


Appleton. Charles F. Pfister of Milwau- 
kee has given $1,000 for Lawrence univer- 
sity’s new Carnegie library. 

Beloit. The college library has received a 
gift of valuable books, including reports of 
the House of Commons and many Latin 
works from Thomas S. McClelland, a lead- 
ing lawyer of Chicago and an old-time Be- 
loit college student. 

Fond du Lac. Mrs. R. W. Bass has pro- 
vided a handsome case to contain the col- 
lection of shells and minerals recently pre- 
sented by her to the library, 

Hayward. The library board having ar- 
ranged for electric lighting at the rate of 
$15 per month, Mr. Edward Hines, presi- 
dent of the Hines Lumber company, has of- 
fered to donate the amount needed for this 
purpose on condition that an equivalent sum 
shall be expended monthly for books. 

Hudson. Nearly every member of the 
board of trustees has donated books valued 
at from $20 to $100. Mr. Andrews donated 
$100 in books and $100 in cash. In addi- 
tion Miss North gave $250 for new books, 
the W. C. T. U. $126, and a school enter- 
tainment netted $25. 

Manitowoc. As a result of the Council’s 
recent action in curtailing the appropriation 
for the library, generous friends have come 
to the rescue, and $432.69 in cash has been 
received from various sources. The gifts 
include $17.69 from the Clio club, net pro- 
ceeds of a lecture given by Prof. Freeman ; 
$100 from Wm. Rahr Sons’ Co., to be used 
in restoring former hours: and $315 from 
the proceeds of a library ball arranged by 
a special committee. 

Marinette. The Stephenson library has 
received from the Twentieth Century club 
a beautiful etching by Hamilton Hamilton 
from the painting by Frances C. Jones, “The 
Hanging of the Crane,” illustrating the 
well-known Longfellow poem. The note of 
presentation from the club’s committee, 
Mrs. G. H. Landgraf, Mrs. W. L. Clark and 
Mrs. G. H. Keerl, states that the gift is “in 
token of the club’s appreciation of the work 
and value of the library in our community.” 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Van Cleve gave a $100 
Christmas gift to be used for the benefit of 
the book fund. 
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Mayville. The Woman’s Relief corps re- 
cently gave the library a set of Shakes- 
peare, and the Ladies’ German society has 
subscribed $15.00 for German books. 

Oconto. The Clio club of Oshkosh has 
donated thirty volumes to the public library. 

A gift of $20 to be spent for books has 
been received from the People’s Land and 
Manufacturing Co. 


Ripon. Mrs. G. E. Bushnell has pre- 
sented the library with a set of Harper’s 
Magazine. 

Sheboygan. Gifts amounting to $561.55 
were received by the library during the last 
half year, $100 having been donated by the 
Literary club and $461.55 secured by means 
of a popular subscription based on a postal 
card appeal from Mrs. Frances Tallmadge 
and Miss Mary Seeman. 

Shiocton. Geo. C. Jones of Appleton has 
presented fifty-two books to the library. 

Stevens Point. Mrs. G. M. Martin has 
presented a number of illustrated books for 
children. 


Waukesha. Judge F. H. Putney has pre- 
sented the public library with a full set of 
the Wisconsin Historical Society's Collec- 
ions. _ Mrs. W. F. Whitney has given a 
portrait of Solomon Juneau. 


NOTES 


Beloit. Special efforts have been made to 
secure for the public library files of cur- 
rent missionary magazines. Individuals 
and societies have donated subscriptions for 
this purpose, the list to date comprising five 
Baptist, three Congregational, one Metho- 
dist and three Episcopalian missionary pub- 
lications. 

Dodgeville. By vote of the library board, 
residents of the surrounding country dis- 
tricts are permitted to draw books upon 
payment of 50 cents semi-annually. 

Fond du Lac. In recognition of his gift 
to the city, a bronze medallion portrait of 
Andrew Carnegie has been placed on the 
wall of the main room in the library. The 
formal exercises took place Saturday after- 
noon, Feb. 4. The medallion is the work 
of C. J. Mulligan of the Chicago Art insti- 
tute. 

The popularity of the reading room has 
greatly increased since the occupancy of the 
new building. The Sunday opening of the 
room is greatly appreciated. 

The board has voted to keep the library 
open evenings till 9 o’clock. 

Grund Rapids. Schoo! room libraries 
have been established in the buildings at a 
distance from the main library. The li- 
brary is cooperating actively with the county 
normal school. 
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Green Bay. Sunday opening of the read- 
ing room, from 2 to § o'clock, has been in- 
augurated in compliance with the request 
of the Shakespeare club, whose members 
have volunteered their services in taking 
charge for that period. 

Hudson. With a view to making the card 
catalog available to all, the librarian has 
set aside the half-hour from 5 to 5:30 every 
Friday afternoon for explaining its use to 
those interested. 

Kilbourn. The Woman’s Study club is 
planning a congress of nations to raise 
funds for the local library. 

La Crosse. Reading and reference rooms 
are open Sundays from 2 to 6 P. M., the 
new order having gone into effect with the 
new year. 

Lake Mills. Blanks have been provided 
for library patrons who desire to suggest 
the purchase of certain books. 

Recent changes in the lighting and other 
facilities have added to the conveniences of 
the reading room of the Fargo library. 

Manitowoc. Mrs. J. S. Anderson writes 
in regard to the lantern slide exhibit: “The 
Swiss slides were a great success. It re- 
called the opening days of the library. We 
had the exhibition in the audience room on 


the second floor of the library building, and 


before the doors were opened the upper 
corridor and the stairway was a packed 
mass of school children, each one strug- 
gling to get nearer the doors to the audi- 
ence room than any other child got or could 
get. We charged ten cents admission and 
we took in $31.40. We had to close the 
doors and turn people away, and many 
stood the entire evening. I think 
the new departure is destined to be popu- 
lar.” 

Mayville. Interest in the public library 
has increased; 568 books were issued in 
January and 250 borrowers are registered. 


Milton. A reading circle is being estab- 
lished on the following plan: Each member 
selects and pays for a book, not exceeding 
$1.50 at retail. When the books complete 
the circuit of the members, they are pre- 
sented to Milton college. 

Milwaukee. During the past year 147,059 
books were circulated through the public 
schools. 

The daily average of visitors at the pub- 
lic library is 2,500. 

Mosinee. A boys’ club, of 10 members, 
meets at the library every Saturday from 1 
until 2 o’clock. 

Oconto. The average daily circulation 
during January was 172, the high water 
mark for the Oconto library. The librarian 
has been visiting the schools, and classes 
from the high school have come to the li- 
brary for instruction. Duplicate magazines 
have been ordered for circulation. 
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Oconto Falls. The woman’s literary club 
solicited subscriptions from business men to 
the amount of $20 a month, for a period 
of twelve months, and the money is col- 
lected each year. A room has been rented, 
a reading table with several good magazines 
is provided, 175 books have been given, and 
$75 worth of new books have been ordered. 
The room is open every evening, and Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. 
One hundred and twenty-five borrowers’ 
cards have been issued. A traveling library 
from the Oconto county system was the in- 
centive for the establishment of the library. 

Oshkosh. A museum is being installed 
in the library. 

Pewaukee. The beginning of the year 
1905 was celebrated by adding the thous- 
andth volume to the shelves. 

Two hundred and eighty borrowers have 
registered. The donation box for money 
for magazines provided for four subscrip- 
tions. 

Plymouth. 
started. 

Portage. The library, which has been 
closed on account of smallpox for three 
months, was re-opened on February 9. 

Shawano. The ladies made $65 for the 
library at the election supper. 

Sheboygan. The first anniversary of the 
occupancy of the new building was cele- 
brated Jan. 30. Secretary Francis Williams 
of the library board gave a brief and inter- 
esting introductory talk suitable to the oc- 
casion, and an address was delivered by the 
secretary of the Free Library commission. 

During the month of January, 102 new 
borrowers’ cards were issued. 

Steveits Point. Dr. Lyman J. Rhoades of 
Fond du Lac has loaned to the public li- 
brary for reference purposes the valuable 
medical library of his father-in-law, the late 
Dr. John Phillips. For more than half a 
century Dr. Phillips practiced his profession 
in Stevens Point. His medical library com- 
prises about 1,000 volumes. 

The Men’s club room recently started is 
open from 6 to 10 o’clock each evening. 
Several popular and technical periodicals 
and daily papers are on file, and quiet 
games are provided. 

The circulation in the library has in- 
creased rapidly. During January 1,759 
books were circulated, 600 of these being 
given out on Saturdays. Two hundred and 
eighty-four Polish books circulated in one 
week. 

Miss Blodgett, formerly a school teacher 
in Stevens Point, has sent the library an 
exhibit of book covers made by pupils of 
the eighth grade in Minneapolis. 

A recent exhibit at the library of draw- 
ings and articles of handicraft made by the 
art department of the public schools, at- 
tracted much attention. 


A renting collection has been 
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Rhinelander. The largest daily circula- 
tion in the history of the library was 212, 
on Saturday, Jan. 28. 

Waterloo. On the evening of February 
17 a mock trial was held in the Waterloo 
city hall for the benefit of the library. 
About $35 was realized, which will be used 
for the purchase of books. 

Waupaca. The report of Librarian Win- 
ifred Bailey for the year ended Jan. 1 shows 
that the total number of volumes, including 
390 public documents, is 2,728. The num- 
ber of patrons is 1,019. 

}Vausau. Much interest was shown by 
citizens in the exhibit of forestry pictures 
secured by the library from the Free Li- 
brary commission. 

IVatertown. The second anniversary of 
the establishment of the public library was 
celebrated March 3. 

Whitehall. The library has recently been 
cataloged by Miss Louise Duve, an assistant 
of the Library commission. The clubs and 
classes from the schools have visited the 
library for instruction in the use of the ref- 
erence books and the catalog. 


THE MEETING AT PORTLAND 


Indications are that a considerable num- 
ber of Wisconsin librarians will attend the 
annual meeting of the American Library 
association at Portland. Mr. F. W. Faxon 
of Boston, representing the Travel commit- 
tee, addressed the Beloit gathering recently 
and gave all necessary particulars. 

The meeting will be held July 2-7. The 
Hotel Portland has been selected for offi- 
cial headquarters, and the sessions will be 
held in the Unitarian church, directly across 
the street. 

Circulars giving full information can be 
obtained from Mr. F. ,\W. Faxon, 11 Chaun- 
cey Place, Jamaica Plain, Mass. Wisconsin 
librarians can join the special train leaving 
New York June 24 either at Chicago or St. 
Paul. The train will run via the Canadian 
Pacific, allowing a full day at Banff, the 
great scenic point in the Canadian Rockies, 
and a day at Seattle. 

Return may be made direct from Port- 
land (with a five and a half day trip 
through Yellowstone park if desired). A 
post-conference trip will be arranged from 
Portland to Alaska, covering about ten 
days; or the Alaska and Yellowstone trips 
may both be taken. The return for those 
going to San Francisco will be by ‘central 
or southern routes, and the Yosemite may 
be visited if desired. 

It is estimated that the expense of the 
trip will be as follows: 

a. To Portland via Canadian Pacific; 
home individually within 60 days, including 
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railroad ticket, full Pullman berth, stop- 
over, transfers, and all meals (stay in Port- 
land excepted), $125 from Chicago. 

b. To Portland via Canadian Pacific, 
home individually via central or southern 
route, round trip, $145. 

c. Side trips: Alaska, about $55; Yellow- 
stone, about $50; Yosemite, about 


MAGAZINES FOR BINDING 


In consequence of a removal of the mag- 
azine clearing house from present quarters, 
the Free Library commission requests that 
libraries of the state wishing to secure 
magazines for binding should make appli- 
cation at once. A list of magazines that 
can be furnished in completed volumes will 
be sent upon application. 


A TALK TO HOUSEKEEPERS 


A meeting in the interest of traveling li- 
braries was heid in the lecture room ot the 
State Historical society Friday evening, 
Feb. 17, in connection with the housekeep- 
ers’ conference conducted by the Depart- 
ment of home economics of the University 
of Wisconsin. About one hundred farmers 
and farmers’ wives attended the meeting, 
which was addressed by members of the 
Free Library commission staff. Among the 
topics discussed were the following: County 
systems of traveling libraries, Study club 
libraries, What the Free Library commis- 
sion does through traveling libraries. Those 
in attendance expressed much interest in 
the subject discussed, and the meeting, 
which was arranged for by Prof. Carolin 
Hunt of the Department of home econom- 
ics, proved in every way successful. 


BEGINNINGS OF THE LIBRARY AT 
FOND DU LAC 


_“Our Library” was the subject of discus- 

sion at a recent meeting of the Fond du Lac 
Twilight club. Judge N. C. Giffin intro- 
duced the subject by giving a brief histori- 
cal sketch of the library. In the course of 
his remarks he said: 

In the winter of 1863 and ’64 about a dozen 
persons met in the law office of Gillett & Conk- 
lin and organized a Young Men’s association. 
The object of this association was for the pur- 
pose of securing courses of lectures during the 
winter seasons, and the establishment of a li- 
brary. The association grew rapidly in num- 
bers until there were at least two hundred or 
more members. During each winter for a num- 
ber of years, a course of lectures was main- 
tained, and the proceeds used to purchase books 
for the library. The gross receipts for one of 
those courses was over $1,700. The net re- 
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ceipts were between $500 and $600, all of 
which was expended for books. During the 
course John B. Gough delivered two lectures, 
for which ‘he was paid $400. The foundation 
for a very excellent library was soon laid. 
Other societies were organized and other 
courses of lectures started, thus dividing the 
interest, so that as near as I can now remem- 
ber, about the year 1873, the Young Men's as- 
sociation ceased having lecture courses, and 
for several years no officers were elected and 
the old, ones held over. 

on the organization of the city library the 
books, which were a very fine selection, were 
turned over to the city, as were also the books 
which were owned by what was known as Neo- 
cosmian society. ‘The Young Men's, however, 
were far superion in quality and these two li- 
braries formed the nucleus for the new one. 
The vote for the establishment of a free li- 
brary in the city was ‘taken at the fail election 
in 1876 and resulted in 1,409 votes being cast 
for, and 151 against. In the Sixth ward the 
vote, though small, was unanimous. 


COLUMBIAN SHIELD IN BRONZE 


A bronze replica of the Columbian shield 
exhibited at the world’s fair in 1893 is to 
be acquired for the Milwaukee library. In 
a series of symbols, the shield illustrates 
the development of the new world from 
prehistoric times. The sculptor of the orig- 
inal shield is Aloys Loehr, a former resi- 
dent of Milwaukee. 


A QUESTION BOX 


Commencing with the next number of the 
Bulletin, a department of questions and 
answers pertaining to library topics will be 
begun. It will be in charge of Mr. F. A. 
Hutchins, whose long experience in and 
wide knowledge of library administration 
and kindred subjects render him peculiarsy 
fitted to advise questioners. Librarians, 
trustees and others interested in library 
management are invited to send questions 
for answer. 


BACK NUMBER WANTED 


The Commission would be grateful for 
the gift of a few copies of the February, 
1904, number of Public libraries, which it 
wishes to loan to librarians who are inter- 
ested in story hours for street boys. 


PENNIES FOR A BOOKCASE 


By self-denial and sacrifice for a year, 
little children of the Fifth Street settle- 
ment, Milwaukee, have saved enough pen- 
nies to buy a weathered oak bookcase for 
the settlement home, 499 Fifth street, in 
memory of the late Miss Addie Wolf, who 
was for years a_ settlement worker and 
teacher among the children. 

The case bears a silver plate with the in- 
scription: “Presented to the Addie Wolf 
Library by Children of the Settlement, Jan. 
25, 1905.” It will contain such books as 
will be presented in memory of Miss Wolf. 


[ March, 1905 


PUBLIC LECTURES IN LIBRARIES 


Senator James H. Stout has introduced 
a bill in the legislature, No. 228 S, extend- 
ing the provisions of the free lecture act 
ot 1901 so as to permit boards of education 
to designate free public library auditoriums, 
as well as school halls, for such lectures. 
The necessary expenses are borne by the 
school fund. The lectures are to be free, 
and are primarily intended for adults, be- 
ing one phase of the rapidly developing 
movement for the extension of educational 
facilities to the adult population. In Mil- 
waukee, about $2,500 is expended annually 
to maintain free lectures in public school 
halls. Racine and Superior have also made 
a beginning. 


NEW PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN PROS- 
PECT 


Athens. The establishment of a public li- 
brary is being agitated. One of the local 
papers suggests that some public-spirited 
resident erect a suitable building on the 
public square as a monument to himself. 

Glenwood. A movement is in progress 
to establish a free public library. 

Prentice. It is proposed to establish a 
free public library under the law. The 
Every Day Science league has intimated its 
willingness to turn over its collection of 
books without compensation. 


AN ADDRESS BY DR. CANFIELD 


In an address before the Wisconsin 
alumni of Columbia at the University club 
in Milwaukee, Jan. 31, Dr. James H. Can- 
field of Columbia library said: 

“Growth of public libraries in Wisconsin 
has interested me. Public libraries will 
come to be as much a part of our system 
of free education in America as are the 
public schools. The library idea has not 
crystalized in the American mind yet. 
When one remembers that the average 
amount of schooling that an American re- 
ceives, counting both public and private 
schools, is 4.85 years, one sees how much 
in necd of education is the adult popula- 
tion. 

Dr. Canfield added that the library will 
not be built by charitable men, but it will 
be carried on by public taxation. Every 
village and city will have a library in keep- 
ing with its importance. The librarians will 
be as skilled instructors as are the high 
school teachers in the same towns. The 
books will be selected with all the wisdom 
that is put into the arrangement of a course 
of study for children. Books will be 
brought to meet needs of the communities. 
Librarians should be capable of telling the 
people what they ought to want, and every 
section of great cities will have its libraries 
adapted to its needs. 








